Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


cs  rVfl 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  1,  1957 
Letter  No.  793 


This  week  we  got  our  "best  advance  look  at  the  prospects  for  feed  and 
food  during  the  year  ahead.    We  had  another  batch  of  annual  Outlook  Reports 
from  AMS  and  the  Department  Outlook  and  Situation  Board.    Next  week  we'll  prob- 
ably have  some  more  on  other  crops.    These  are  the  reports  giving  the  facts  and 
figures  which  will  be  reviewed  and  discussed  at  the  big  annual  Outlook  Conference 
which  meets  here  later  this  month. 

Big  Winter  Feed  Supply  on  Hand 

We  have  another  bumper  supply  of  feed  grains  and  forages  for  the  months 
just  ahead.    Last  year  we  had  a  record  supply,  and  Department  specialists 
estimate  the  supply  this  year  is  6  percent  more  than  a  year  ago.    Compared  with 
the  number  of  livestock  farmers  have  to  feed,  we  have  more  feed  concentrates 
than  ever  before.     In  fact,  they  say  the  supply  is  not  only  enough  for  the  feed- 
ing season  just  ahead,  hut  sufficient  practically  to  assure  enough  for  the 
'58-59  season  as  well;  even  allowing  for  liberal  feeding  of  livestock.  Supplies 
are  not  only  large  this  year,  but  they  are  better  distributed  than  in  any  of  the 
last  3  or  k  years.    The  big  supply  of  feed  grains  has  record  hay  supplies  going 
along  with  it  -  also  well  distributed  over  the  country.    With  some  lower  feed 
costs  and  plenty  of  feed  livestock  production  is  in  for  some  increase.    The  large 
supplies  of  feed,  especially  corn,  puts  more  emphasis  on  exports  to  dispose  of 
surplus  grain. 

The  National  Food  Situation  for  '58 

Our  food  economists  expect  food  supplies  to  stay  enough  for  civilians  to 
eat  about  as  during  the  past  year,  for  the  next  several  months.    Large  stocks 
of  feed  and  food  will  be  carried  over  into  next  year.    They  see  no  important 
shifts  in  the  pattern  of  food  use  in  '58.    Civilians  will  have  a  little  more 
per  person  of  pork,  chicken  meat,  fresh  oranges  and  grapefruit,  and  frozen  orange 
juice  concentrates  -  most  of  the  pork  will  be  eaten  in  the  second  half  of  '58. 
The  experts  see  some  reductions  in  prospect  for  beef  and  veal  eating.    Meat  eat- 
ing generally  will  be  down  a  little  below  this  year,  but  probably  higher  than  in 
most  of  the  ^5  years  before  1955*    Compared  with  '57*  the  specialists  see  some 
reduction  in  eggs  and  canned  fish  per  person.    For  other  chief  food  groups,  folks 
are  likely  to  eat  them  at  about  the  same  rate  as  this  year.    The  combined  world 
production  of  the  major  food  products  during  '57-58  will  run  as  large  or  a  little 
larger  than  the  record  output  this  past  year.    Some  decline  in  exports  seems 
likely.    Consumer  income  in  this  country  is  expected  to  continue  high  next  year 
and  demand  for  food  to  continue  strong. 


Automation  May  Net  Dairy  Farmers  More 


Dairy  farmers  must  produce  milk  at  top  efficiency  to  get  the  most  from  their 
dairy  herds.    Department  dairy  specialists  find  farmers  must  have  feed  records  for 
top  efficiency.    They  predict  that  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Association  feed  records 
in  the  future  may  provide  much  more  information  than  the  farmer  has  "been  able  to 
get  in  the  past.    They  say  recent  development  of  electronic  equipment  to  calculate 
DHIA  records  on  an  automated  basis  makes  this  possible.    They  see  future  records 
shoving  not  only  pounds  and  quality  of  feeds  fed  and  their  costs  for  individual 
cows,  but  also  for  the  whole  herd.    These  specialists  expect  study  and  analysis  of 
such  records  may  yield  a  new  basis  for  judging  feeding  practices.    They  figure 
this  can  well  bring  more  efficient  milk  production. 

Poultry  Inspection  to  Start  May  1 

USDA  is  taking  a  long  running  start  on  the  new  compulsory  poultry  inspection 
service  scheduled  to  be  required  on  all  poultry  and  poultry  products  moving  inter- 
state or  in  foreign  commerce  or  in  designated  major  consuming  areas  after  Jan.  1, 
.1.959.    USDA  already  has  voluntary  poultry  inspection  on  a  fee  basis.    That  will 
continue.    Meanwhile,  to  give  time  to  set  up  the  new  system  and  for  the  industry 
to  find  out  about  it,  USDA  will  start  the  new  service  on  a  voluntary,  but  without 
cost,  basis  May  1,  1958.    Plants  now  on  fee  basilf&cpected  to  have  little  trouble 
qualifying  for  the  free  service.    Plants  to  operate  under  the  Act  can  apply  for  the 
service  after  Jan,  1,  1958* 

Improve  Beekeeper's  Every  Shining  Hour 

The  busy  bee  keeps  the  beekeeper  too  busy.    USDA  and  State  experiment  station 
engineers  find  beekeeping  has  one  of  the  highest  labor  requirements  compared  with 
value  of  product  in  the  entire  field  of  agriculture.    Only  tobacco,  milk,  and 
cotton  production  take  more  hours  of  work  per  $100  value  of  product.    The  engi- 
neers have  been  trying  to  devise  ways  to  ease  work  around  the  apiary  and  save 
man-hours  in  both  hive  handling  and  honey  extraction.    They  report  that  with  the 
help  of  truck  and  tractor  fork  lifts  they  reduce  work  in  lifting  and  stacking 
hives.    They  have  also  improved  such  time-consuming  bottlenecks  as  uncapping  combs 
and  extracting  honey.    They  are  now  working  on  ways  to  improve  honey  storing 
methods  and  keeping  honey  houses  in  sanitary  condition,  and  also  on  the  problem 
of  overheating  in  moving  colonies  of  bees  from  shaded  yards  to  unshaded  fields 
to  pollinate  vegetable  and  forage  crops. 

Vegetable  Outlook  and  Trend  Ahead 

Our  outlookers  say  over-all  vegetable  eating  is  now  comparatively  high. 
They  expect  very  little  increase  in  the  use  of  vegetables  per  person  during  the 
next  few  years.    They  do  think  it  likely  we'll  see  a  continuing  trend  toward  use 
of  more  processed  vegetables.    They  expect  grcvbl-  a£  population  to  prove  the 
chief  force  contributing  to  any  increase  in  total  needs  for  vegetables  in  the 
next  few  years.    They  don't  expect  the  likely  higher  incomes  to  boost  over-all 
use  much.    In  1958  they  expect  consumer  demand  for  fresh  vegetables  to  run  about 
the  same  as  this  year,  but  they  see  substantially  smaller  supplies  of  fresh  vege- 
tables this  fall  than  last.    They  estimate  smaller  supplies  of  processed  vegetables 
through  next  spring,  than  the  heavy  supplies  of  last  season,  but  still  more  than 
average.    With  fall  production  of  potatoes  down  and  supplies  at  more  manageable 
levels,  the  marketing  specialists  predict  prices  received  by  potato  growers  into 
the  Spring  will  run  substantially  above  the  low  levels  of  this  past  year. 
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Big  Scale  Grub  Control  Inside  Cattle 

This  fall,  for  the  first  time  under  regular  livestock-raising  conditions, 
farmers  in  several  midwestern  States  will  have  a  chance  to  use  a  systemic  insecti- 
cide to  control  grubs  in  cattle.    After  3  years  of  experiments  "by  Federal,  State, 
and  industry  entomologists,  limited  use  of  the  chemical  ET-57  has  been  approved 
for  control  of  the  grubs  of  heel  flies.    These  hide -puncturing  pests  often  cause 
more  than  $100  million  dollars  damage  a  year*    The  chemical  is  given  in  pill  form, 
circulates  through  the  body  fluids,  and  kills  grubs  that  have  burrowed  in  the 
flesh.    The  entomologists  say  it  is  the  first  systemic  insecticide  that  has  proved 
capable  of  destroying  grubs  in  an  animal's  body.    Federal,  State,  and  industry 
scientists  will  closely  watch  the  progress  of  its  use.    ET-57  will  be  available 
in  parts  of  Iowa,  Neb.,  S.D.,  and  Wyo. 

"Government  in  Service  of  People" 

Today  Secretary  of  Agriculture  starred  in  the  first  installment  of  a  new 
series  of  monthly  programs  to  Voice  of  America  audiences,  called  "Government  in 
the  Service  of  the  People".    If  you  want  a  dub,  we  can  send  you  one  but  please 
return  the  tape.    The  Secretary  talked  about  selling  in  the  world  market,  discussed 
the  complex  workings  of  the  Department,  and  commented  on  the  future  of  agriculture. 
Other  highlights  of  this  program  included  pickups  of  a  county  agent,  a  bee  expert 
from  Beltsville,  a  farmer,  tin  FAS  specialist,  a  representative  of  the  Nat.  Ass'n 
of  Rural  Grain  Co-ops,  and  a  REA  co-op.    In  all  the  tape  runs  30  min.    On  the 
first  Friday  of  each  month  other  Cabinet  members  will  appear  on  the  new  program, 
which  is  part  of  VOA's  "Panorama  -  USA". 

Export  Market  Development  Projects 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  11  new  export  market  development  projects  in 
cooperation  with  private  trade  groups  and  research  organizations.    These  projects 
provided  for  in  P.L.  480,  are  approved  only  when  the  trade  group  makes  a  substan- 
tial contribution  to  the  project.    For  example,  on  projects  approved  in  September, 
USDA  contributed  the  equivalent  of  $668,000  in  foreign  currencies  and  the  trade 
groups  $96,000  in  funds,  personnel,    etc.    These  included:    FAS  providing  two  hog 
specialists  and  the  Holstein-Friesian  Association  a  dairy  cattle  judge  for  a  pro- 
ject in  Chile;  the  Purebred  Dairy  Cattle  Ass'n  a  dairy  cattle  judge  and  the  Dairy 
Society  International  promotion  of  dairy  products  in  Ecuador;  also  a  survey  and 
a  promotion  project  for  tobacco  with  tobacco  exporters  to  France;  a  visit  of 
German  food  inspectors  to  U.S.  arranged  by  FAS;  visit  of  Italian  wheat  technicians 
to  U.S.  carried  out  by  Nebraska  Wheat  Growers'  Ass'n;  and  FAS  trade  fair  activi- 
ties in  Spain. 

Agriculture  Information  Bulletin  No.  173 

This  bulletin,  just  out  since  we  started  this  Letter,  tells  about  "Poultry 
Grading  and  Inspection"  which  we  just  referred  to  on  the  opposite  page.  Last 
year,  the  poultry  sold  plus  the  value  of  that  used  on  the  farm,  was  about  a 
billion- and- a- half  dollars.    As  you  know,  poultry  and  eggs  constitute  the  third 
largest  source  of  farm  income.    This  is  just  to  remind  you  that  in  the  next  year 
and  some  months  you  may  hear  a  lot  about  this  subject.    This  bulletin  explains 
the  need  for  uniform  standards  for  quality  and  processing  regulations.     It  outlines 
USDA  policy  in  developing  those  regulations.    It  gives  the  basic  requirements  for 
inspection,  and  illustrates  U.S.  Standards  for  quality  and  grades.    Single  copies 
on  request. 


Send  Tapes  -  Will  Dub  for  You 

30Q107    "Bad  News  for  Cattle  Grubs".  .  .  .Dr.  A.  W.  Lindquist,  ARS,  tells  about 

systemic  insecticides  and  their  use  to  control  cattle  grubs.    1  min.  8  sec. 

19A107    "Operation  Bootstrap" .  .  .  .Dean  Harry  Reed,  coordinator  of  the  Rural  Devel- 
opment Program,  tells  what  this  program  is  doing  and  how  people  are  react- 
ing to  it.  2  min.  20  sec. 

20A107    "Producing  Better  Sheep".  .  .  Dr.  C.  E.  Terrill,  ARS,  tells  about  research 
work  now  being  done  in  sheep  breeding.  1  min.  50  sec. 


31Q107    "Sweetened  Cream  -  A  New  Product"  .  .  Dr.  S.  R.  Hoover,  chats  with  Jack 

Towers  about  new  product  developed  by  USDA  researchers.  3  loin.  50  sec. 

TV-Packages    for  Mailing  Week  of  Nov.  k-9 

"Dairy  Herd  Testing  Program"  -  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Association  tells  about  its 
work  in  12  pictures. 

"Agricultural  Attaches"  -  USDA's  FAS  tells  in  12  pictures  about  some  of  the  work 
in  51  foreign  posts  to  boost  our  exports  at  the  cross-roads  of  the  world,  to  help 
American  farmers. 

On  the  Nets  November  9 

The  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  present  during  the  Sat.  Nov.  9,  weekend  Dean 
Harry  Reed,  coordinator  of  the  RDP,  in  A  Look  at  Rural  Development  with  Layne  Beaty, 
previously  scheduled  for  this  weekend. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"    9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  Sat.  Nov.  9. 

"Junior  Geese"  with  Ray  Wolfe,  of  U.  of  Minn.,  and  other  features  on  ABNetwork's 
"American  Farmer"    Sat.  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.    Nov.  9. 

"Highli&hts ,  Grand  National  Livestock  Exposition,  San  Francisco",  by  Harry 
Schacht,  KNBC;  and  "Report  from  the  annual  meeting  International  Crop  Improvement 
Association,  St.  Paul,    on  "Farm  and  Home  Hour"  12  to  12:30  on  NBC,  Sat.  Nov.  9« 

Milton  Bliss,  NBC,  and  Jerry  Seaman-Gittins  Agency,  have  been  with  us  for.  the  past 
few  days  planning  the  future  course  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.    Some  good 
features  will  soon  be  coming  your  way  from  these  skull  sessions.  .  .  .Again  Connect 
ticut  folks  have  recognized  what  a  good  boy  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  is.  This 
time,  the  Connecticut  State  Grange  has  honored  him  with  a  certificate  of  "recogni- 
tion for  an  outstanding  contribution  to  agriculture  in  the  field  of  farm  news 
reporting."    Frank  has  been  farm  program  director  of  WTIC  for  the  past  11  years. 
Congratulations,  old  boy. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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*  National  Association  of  Television  * 

*  and  Radio  Farm  Directors         u.  s.  l#artment  of  agricultim 

*  Chicago  -  Nov.  29-Dec.  2  *— 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  8,  1957 
Letter  No.  19k 


If  you  can  keep  your  mind  out  of  the  flying  doghouse,  here  are  a  few  other 
revolutions  taking  place  much  closer  down  to  earth.    This  week  at  Cincinnati, 
Ass't  Sec'y  Don  Paarlberg  pointed  out  to  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National 
Milk  Producers  Federation  that  the  dairy  industry  is  in  the  midst  of  revolution- 
ary changes.    At  San  Francisco,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  pre- 
dicted the  fast-emerging  new  rural  America  will  continue  to  develop  on  two  "broad 
fronts.    Ext.  Adm'r  C.  M.  Ferguson  announced  the  35th  National  Agricultural 
Outlook  Conference,  which  will  "be  held  here  in  Washington,  Nov.  18-21  will 
discuss  the  implications  for  farmers  of  the  world  situation  and  the  long-time 
agricultural  trends  in  this  country,  as  well  as  the  immediate  outlook.    N.  Mex. 
Experiment  Station  Director  R.  H.  Black  declared  the  farm-city  relationship  is 
definitely  a  year-around  necessity.    We  need  fifty-two  Farm-City  Weeks  a  year. 

Five  Point  Dairy  Industry  Program 

In  Don  Paarlberg's  talk  to  the  Milk  Producers,  he  reminded  them  that 
dairy  technology  is  on  the  march.    He  indicated  a  dairy  operation  which  was 
efficient  25  years  ago,  if  uncharged,  may  well  "be  obsolete  today.    Total  milk 
production  has  established  a  new  record  in  each  of  the  last  five  years.  Bulk 
pickup  is  advancing.    Artificial  insemination  is  increasing.    Major  diseases  of 
dairy  cattle  are  under  control.    Dairy  nutrition  has  gone  forward.  Milk 
production  per  cow  has  increased  nearly  25  percent  in  the  past  ten  years.  Herds 
are  getting  larger.    More  capital  is  needed  to  operate  the  typical  20-cow  dairy 
farm.    Sec'y  Paarlberg  traced  the  effects  of  these  and  other  changes  on  dairy 
farmers,  large  and  small.    He  said  a  sound  program  for  the  dairy  industry 
includes:    Price  Supports,  at  levels  which  provide  needed  stability  without 
piling  up  surpluses;  Promotion  and  Merchandising  to  win  markets;  Federal  Milk 
Orders    to  promote  stability  and  orderliness  in  the  pricing  of  whole  milk; 
Sound  Farmer  Co-ops,  to  give  farmers  equality  of  bargaining  power;  and  Research 
and  Education,  aimed  at  self-help  in  solving  problems. 

Remember  these  important  dates: 

National  Outlook  Conference,  Washington,  November  18-21;  National  Farm- 
City  Week,  November  22-28;  NATRFD  Convention,  Chicago,  November  29-December  1. 
Make  your  reservations  now. 
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Agricultural  Progress  on  Two  Fronts 

At  the  California  Fertilizer  Association  Convention,  the  theme  of  which 
was  "Our  Partnership  with  Agriculture",  Under  Secretary  Morse  said  there  is  a 
growing  appreciation  among  farmers  and  their  industrial  partners  that  all  tend 
to  prosper  together  or  to  share  difficulties.    Mr.  Morse  noted  that  farms  have 
"been  developing  in  two  directions:  commercial  farms  of  larger  size  and/ or  more 
output;  and  small  units,  with  comparatively  small  sale  of  farm  products  and 
with  increasing  off -farm  employment.    He  estimated  the  new  rural  America  will 
continue  to  develop  in  these  two  directions:    Larger  and  maybe  fewer  commercial 
family  farms;  and  more  part-time  and  residential  farms,  with  salaries  and  wages 
a  major  part  of  the  family  income.    He  declared  that  the  industries  and 
companies  that  will  serve  farmers  best  will  recognize  these  changes  and  adjust 
their  services  to  these  two  broad  fronts  in  agriculture.    Likewise,  government 
programs  must  be  built  and  administered  in  a  way  that  will  help  promote  progress 
for  all  farm  families. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Paul  Vogel,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  just  come  up  for  air,  after  two 
weeks  of  FFA  Convention  and  The  American  Royal  Livestock  Show.    Paul  says  he 
conducted  a  daily  ten-minute  interview  with  those  FFAers  who  were  making  the 
farm  headlines,  arranged  a  network  speech  for  their  local  celebrity,  former 
President  Harry  S.  Truman,  took  part  in  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  originated  all 
their  Farm  Digest  programs  from  the  main  arena  of  the  Royal  with  in-person 
interviews  each  day,  sometime  two  in  an  hour,  did  two  pick-ups  for  Monitor, 
including  the  auction  of  the  Grand  Champion  steer,  to  say  nothing  about  all 
those  must  banquets. 

Maury  White,  RFD  at  Univ.  of  Wis.,  has  just  completed  a  year's  work  with 
the  Ford  Foundation's  foreign  technical  assistance  training  center  at  Cornell 
Univ.  which  included  a  round-the-world  trip  of  studying  agricultural  technical 
assistance  work  in  a  dozen  countries.    He  writes  from  Madison  now  that  he  is 
re -immersed  in  a  full  load  of  broadcasting  and  teaching,  as  before,  but  is  still 
ecstatic  about  his  trip.    Along  the  way  he  hobnobbed  with  such  farm  broadcasters 
as  Arne  Altera  in  Oslo,  Franz  Winter  and  Otto  Metellem  in  Cologne,  but  missed 
Renato  Vertunni  in  Rome.    Welcome  home,  Maury.    We'll  look  forward  to  an 

unexpurgated  report  on  the  trip  next  time  you're  in  Washington  Other 

news  from  Winter  and  Metellem  comes  via  Quincy  Ewing,  FAS  Ingo.  spec,  who 
handled  info  matters  for  the  U.S.  Agri.  exhibit  at  the  recent  food  fair  in 
Cologne.    The  radio  recordings  we  got  back  were  engineered  by  Quincy  with  Otto's 
help.    Franz,  meanwhile,  was  devoting  himself  mainly  to  television.    Wolf  von 
Tucher  went  up  from  Munich  and  taped  a  k$  minute  show  at  the  fair. 

Congratulations  to  newly  wed  Art  Burroughs,  farm  editor  at  WKAR,  Mich. 
State  Univ. ,  who  honeymooned  at  Cape  Cod  in  between  all-out  campaigns  on 
behalf  of  farm  safety  (July)  and  Farm-City  Week  (this  month)  with  a  series  on 
"Partners  in  Farming — the  Farmer  and  the  Farm  Equipment  Dealer"  shoe-horned 
into  the  schedule  somehow.    We  aren't  up  on  Art's  technique  for  winning  a  bride, 
but  know  something  about  his  approach  to  broadcasting  projects.    He  and  the 
MSU  safety  specialist  covered  about  550  miles  interviewing  farm  accident  victims. 
He's  a  member  of  the  Mich.  Farm-City  Week  committee,  which  is  completing  plans 
for  farm-city  exchanges,  day-long  programs  and  media  releases.    A  special  train 
bearing  500  farmers  and  business,  industry,  and  civic  leaders  will  reach  the 
MSU  campus  from  Detroit  on  Nov.  26  to  see  how  agri.  research  helps  consumers 
and  farmers.    There'll  be  a  chicken  barbecue  and  other  trimmings.    Good  work,  Art, 

The  farmer's  share  of  the  consumer's  retail  food  dollar  is  expected  to 
average  kO  cents  this  year.    Marketing  charges  may  average  higher.  Since 
farmers'  prices  will  average  about  the  same,  the  farmer's  share  probably  will 
prove  smaller  next  year. 
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Secretary  Addresses  FAQ  in  Rome 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  in  Rome,  Italy,  that  our  problems  are  all  related  to  the  objectives 
for  which  FAO  was  created  —  a  better  fed  world  and  a  better  life  for  farm 
people.    He  said  that  in  our  export  operations,  we  have  been  governed  by  FAO's 
principles  of  surplus  disposal  and  have  set  for  ourselves  three  principles: 
(l)  we  will  compete  fairly  in  the  world  market.  (2)  We  will  compete  in  quality. 
(3)  We  will  participate  in  a  mutually  profitable  international  trade  that  gives 
our  customers  abroad  continuous  opportunity  to  earn  the  foreign  exchange  they 
need  to  buy  our  products.    He  reported  that  we  have  sought  to  sell  for  dollars 
wherever  possible  through  regular  commercial  markets.    To  meet  the  needs  of 
countries  who  lacked  foreign  exchange,  under  P,L.  U80  we  have  moved  $3  billion 
worth  of  agricultural  commodities  into  use  around  the  world.    About  half  of 
this  was  bought  by  importing  countries  wi th  their  own  currencies.    About  one- 
fourth  has  been  bartered,  the  remaining  fourth  has  moved  as  gifts  from  the  U.S. 

Farmers'  Listening  and  Viewing  Habits 

More  eye-catching  than  Muttnick  is  the  new  NATRFD  brochure  released 
Saturday.    George  Menard,  WBEM,  Chicago,  vice-chairman  of  the  publicity  committee, 
sent  us  a  copy.    You'll  see  it  at  HATRFD 's  annual  Fall  Convention  which  opens 
in  Chicago  on  November  29.    It  gives  some  most  comprehensive  and  revealing 
studies  of  farm  earnings  and  farm  family  spending  habits  as  well  as  their 
listening  and  viewing  habits.    R&TV  station  managers  and  advertisers  are  being 
invited  to  hear  full  details  of  the  study  and  discuss  them  with  the  boys  who 
compiled  the  information.    Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  says  the  colorful  brochure 
will  be  supplemented  by  slide  presentations  at  the  opening  session  at  3  p^m.  Ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  brochure  will  be  made  available  soon.  Congratulations, 
gentlemen,  on  a  good  job. 

USDA  Plans  Potato  Grade  Revision 

November  22  here  in  Washington,  USDA  will  hold  a  meeting  to  consider 
proposed  changes  in  grades  of  potatoes.    The  quality  and  handling  of  potatoes 
has  improved  so  much  in  the  past  25  years,  that  the  potatoes  ordinarily  sold 
are  much  better  than  the  old  standards.    The  plan  is  to  tighten  up  grade 
designations  so  they  will  mean  more  in  marketing.  .  .  .The  first  of  next  year, 
USDA  will  open  two  new  area  poultry  inspection  offices  at  Atlanta  and  Dallas. 
Other  offices  are  already  located  in  San  Francisco,  Chicago,  Des  Moines  and 
Philadelphia.    These  six  offices  will  supervise  both  the  voluntary  poultry 
inspection  program  and  the  new  compulsory  inspection  program  to  start  next  May 
1.    After  Jan.  1,  '59  all  poultry  and  poultry  products  moving  interstate  must 
be  inspected  for  wholesomeness  

Livestock  Outlook  for  '58 

Today  AMS  forecast  that  prices  for  cattle  will  likely  average  as  high 
or  higher  in  1958  than  this  year.    Prices  for  hogs  may  run  nearly  as  high  in 
the  first  half  year  but  will  be  appreciably  lower  by  next  fall.    Prices  of 
sheep  and  lambs  may  not  change  much  from  this  year.    Along  with  higher  prices 
this  year  are  record  harvests  and  declining  prices  of  feed.    The  specialists 
say  this  gives  a  strong  stimulus  to  expanded  livestock  production.  Hog 
production  already  has  started  upward.    Very  large  expansion  would  bring  danger 
of  severely  depressed  prices.    Abundant  feed  will  also  encourage  cattle  feeding 
to  very  heavy  weights.    The  experts  see  in  the  reduced  slaughter  of  lambs  this 
summer  and  fall  an  indication  of  an  interest  in  rebuilding  sheep  herds. 


-  k  - 

Tied  In  on  Networks  Nov.  11- l6 

"U.S.  farm  exchangee  tells  about  her  summer  work  on  farm  in  Austria"  and 
"A  report  from  the  Denver  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Land  Grant 
Colleges"  plus  "The  new  dairy  science  development:  Concentrated  canned  milk  that 
keeps  without  refrigeration"  when  water  is  added  it  tastes  like  fresh  milk.  All 
these  on  American  Broadcasting  Network  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  Sat.,  Nov.  16. 

"Fifty  years  of  Service  with  Agronomists"  discussed  by  Dr.  Karl  , 
Quisenberry,  Ass't  Adm'r  of  ARS,  with  Layne  Beaty  on  Clear  Channel  stations, 
Nov.  16  weekend.  I 

"Preview  of  Highlights  annual  meeting  American  Society  of  Agronomy y 
Atlanta;  and  a  "Report  from  the  Brussels  International  Fair1;  on  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour  on  NBC  12  to  12:30  p.m.  Sat.,  Nov.  16. 

"News  from  USDA  and  elsewhere"  in  CBS  Farm  News,  with  Claude  Mahoney, 
9:30  to  a.m.  on  CBS  Sat.,  Nov.  l6. 

Two  USDA  TV  Package  Programs  for  mailing  Nov.  Xk:    "Co-op  Turkeys"  which 
reports  in  Ih  pictures  how  farmers  have  modernized  plants  for  processing  and 
packing  turkeys;  and  "New  Wheat  Standards"  which  interpret,  with  ten  still 
photos,  what  the  newly  adopted  wheat  standards  mean  to  farmers  and  others. 

Adds  to  Our  Free  Tape  Library  for  Your  Use 

You  send  blank  tape  and  we  dub  on  it  the  living  words  for  you: 

32Q117  "Outlook  for  Wool"  -  AMS's  Albert  Hermie  tells  about  the  wool  situation 
and  looks  at  prospects  for  prices  and  supplies.    Time:    2  min.  k  sec. 

33Q117  "Pointers  for  the  Dairy  Industry"  -  Ass't  Sec'y  Don  Paarlberg  points  out 
the  factors  which  will  help  build  a  sound  program.    Time:    1  min.  5  sec. 

3^0117    "White  Milk  Plants"  -  Howard  Fedderson,  deputy  chief  dairy  div.  of  AMS, 
discusses  new  developments  in  dairy  processing  plants  with  Cy  Briggs. 

Time:    3  min. 

21A117    "Forecast  for  Chemicals"  -  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  Adm'r  of  ARS  makes  the 
forecast  of  the  need  for  agricultural  chemicals  by  1975. 

Time:  1  min.  35  sec. 

Now,  Just  a  Reminder,  Please  - 

Again  according  to  the  law,  we  have  to  bring  our  mailing  list  up  to  date 
and  have  already  sent  you  a  card  to  return  if  you  want  to  continue  to  receive 
this  RFD  Letter.    Maybe  you've  overlooked  it.    Please  dig  it  up  and  mail  it  back. 
And,  of  course,  we  would  be  glad  if  you  see  fit  to. jot  down  any  improvements 
you  would  suggest  or  how  we  can  make  this  Letter  more  useful  to  you.  We're 
always  glad  to  hear  from  you  -  but  this  mailing  list  matter  is  a  must  for  us. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.    Claude  Mahoney,  CBS's  ace  farm  news  man  and  renowned  reconteur,  just 
phoned  to  say  that  former  Ass't  Sec'y  Earl  Butz  had  accepted  his  invitation  to 
speak  at  the  National  Press  Club  luncheon  here  on  November  21.    Butz,  no  mean 
reconteur  himself,  is  now  dean  of  agriculture  at  Purdue  University. 


RFD  LETTER, 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ™^ 

 From  m 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

7\l  in  i      tyrfew      a  * 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  6f  AGRICULTURE 


November  15,  1957 
Letter  No.  795 


The  35th  National  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference,  in  its  four  day  meeting 
here  next  week,  will  give  the  farm  prospects  for  next  year  and  the  years  further 
ahead  a  thorough  going-over.    Extension  Service  economists  and  home  management 
specialists  from  ho  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  will  he  on  hand.  Monday 
morning  a  panel  of  leading  agricultural,  governmental  and  "business  spokesmen 
will  discuss  the  implications  of  the  world  situation  for  farmers.    That  after- 
noon, the  conference  will  focus  on  the  national  situation  and  outlook  for  195&* 
Tuesday,  the  conferees  center  on  family  living  and  consider  what  marketing 
changes  are  likely  to  do  to  farm  and  city  folks  in  the  months  just  ahead. 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  the  experts  will  consider  what's  in  store  for  specific 
commodities  and  the  folks  who  use  them. 

Crops  for  '58  Off  to  Good  Start 

Fall  see dings  of  wheat,  other  small  grains,  and  forage  generally  have 
started  and  grown  well.    That's  the  early  promise  for  1958  reported  by  USDA's 
Crop  Reporting  Board  this  week.    The  Board  notes  that  excellent  ground  cover 
reduces  the  danger  of  wind  erosion  next  spring  in  the  Great  Plains.  Some 
southern  winter  crop  seedings  are  still  "being  completed  under  favorable  conditions. 

AGRI-TAPE:  Something  new  for  Radio 

This  is  a  brand  new  offering  of  the  USDA  Radio  and  Television  Service  for 
radio  use  -  a  weekly  package  of  timely  recorded  farm  and  home  news  features 
that  you  can  use  in  segments.    Then  return  the  tape  to  us. 

Each  weekly  tape  package  offers  these  segments: 

3^  to  k  min.  interview  with  USDA  official,  scientists,  etc. 

Two  2  min.  statements  by  officials,  scientists,  etc. 

One  1  min.  statement,  similar  to  above 

3  min.  (appr.)  summary  of  USDA  news  highlights 

These  are  segments  separated  by  silent  tape,  for  easy  selection  and  use. 

AGRI-TAPE  is  just  finishing  a  13-week  shakedown  run  with  a  few  RFDs  and 
state  extension  radio  specialists  scattered  over  the  country.    Random,  unsoli- 
cited comments  from  these  "guinea  pigs"  indicate  an  enthusiasm  for  this  sort  of 
package  so  we  feel  we're  ready  to  offer  it  to  you  to  the  extent  of  our  duplicat- 
ing facilities.    In  some  states  supplemental  distribution  may  be  through  the 
state  extension  radio  specialist  as  in  Pennsylvania  where  Ted  Richards  is  already 
serving  radio  stations  with  it.    Meanwhile,  let  us  know  right  away  if  you  want  to 
give  AGRI-TAPE  a  try  beginning  December  2.    We  mail  AGRI-TAPE  out  on  Thursdays. 
May  we  hear  from  you? 


Better  Plan  for  Resources  Use 


This  morning  at  Grand  Forks,  N.D. ,  Ass't  Sec'y  Ervin  Peterson  addressed 
the  meeting  of  the  North  Dakota  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts.  He 
emphasized  that  our  total  cropland  cannot  he  materially  expanded.    He  declared 
there  is  a  growing  body  of  thinking  that  better  planning  is  needed  to  avoid 
the  permanent  taking  of  land,  capable  of  many  uses,  for  single  use  purposes.  He 
pointed  out  that  how  we  care  for  our  land  and  water,  use  them,  and  develop  them, 
may  well  determine  our  future  as  a  nation.    He  said  conservation  everywhere 
must  be  carefully  planned,  approached  in  an  organized  and  comprehensive  way  on 
each  parcel  of  land  piece  by  piece,  on  each  area,  watershed  by  watershed. 
Better  Year  Ahead  for  Egg  Men 

Egg  producers  are  likely  to  find  1958  a  more  profitable  year  than  1957- 
AMS  outlookers  reported  today  that  egg  prices  will  be  higher,  feed  costs  lower 
and  sales  almost  up  to  the  record  volume  of  this  year  and  last.    They  expect 
the  improved  prices  of  eggs  compared  with  feed  prices  this  fall  and  winter  will 
likely  induce  poultrymen  to  raise  some  more  chickens  next  spring  for  flock 
replacement.    Those  replacement  pullets  will  start  laying  the  second  half  of 
'58.    They  figure  egg  output  on  farms  may  run  close  to  the  6l  billion  record 
of  these  past  two  years.    Prospects  for  producers  of  poultry  meat  are  not  as 
favorable.    Most  of  next  year,  lower  average  feed  prices  than  this  year  are 
likely  to  hold  broiler  production  at  higher  levels  than  their  prospective  prices 
would  indicate. 

Outlook  for  Demand  and  Prices 

Farmers  prices  and  incomes  seem  likely  to  average  about  the  same  in  '58  as 
this  year.    The  Department  economists  say  the  most  significant  changes  in  farm 
product  prices  now  in  view  for  1958  are  somewhat  lower  prices  for  wheat  and  hogs. 
On  the  other  hand,  with  cattle  numbers  going  down,  the  specialists  look  for 
further  price  improvement.    Prices  paid  by  farmers  have  tended  to  level  off  the 
past  few  months,  they  see  some  further  slight  increases  likely  from  higher 
interest  and  tax  payments  and  rising  farm  wage  rates.    Not  much  change  is  seen 
in  the  parity  ration  for  '58,  and  unless  the  rise  in  cost  to  farmers  is  checked, 
the  ratio  may  go  down  more. 

Pioneer  Research  Groups  Set  Up 

Dr.  Karl  Quisenberry,  Ass't  Adm'r  ARS,  has  reported  that  so  far  the 
Department  has  set  up  nine  basic  research  laboratory  groups  to  provide  new 
backlogs  of  fundamental  information  to  provide  starting  points  for  further 
practical  scientific  developments  in  the  years  ahead.    The  general  fields  in 
which  these  groups  will  work  will  include  mineral  nutrition  of  plants  and  how 
it  works,  the  physiology  of  insects,  insect  diseases,  the  physiology  of  crop 
plants,  etc.    As  Dr.  Quisenberry  says,  "Scientific  facts  and  principles  are  the 
starting  point  for  scientific  processes."    Other  basic  research  labs  are  in 
the  planning  stage  and  will  be  announced  as  approved.  .  .Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO, 
Dodge  City,  has  received  an  award  from  the  Kansas  Association  of  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Districts,  for  his  work  in  furthering  the  cause  of  soil  conservation  in 
western  Kansas.    Wes  Seyler,  now  Mgr.  of  American  Dairy  Association  in  Oklahoma, 
presented  the  award  to  Roddy.    Wes  won  a  similar  award  several  years  ago  for  his 
work  as  RFD  at  WIBW,  Topeka. 

At  Memphis,  Dec.  2-5,  ^he  Entomology  Society  of  America  and  its  cotton  states 
branch,  are  holding  their  big  national  meeting.    Their  public  relations  committee 
will  have  recording  equipment  available  and  will  help  RFDs  in  every  way  possible 
to  arrange  contacts,  interviews,  etc.    They  think  they  have  some  good  pick-ups 
in  prospect. 


-  3  - 

What's  Behind  the  Door  for  NATRFDs? 

In  this  enlightened  age  there  are  several  annual  high  points  in  the  world 
of  farm  broadcasters.    Possibly  the  highest  is  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  held  each  year  right  after 
Thanksgiving  in  Chicago.    The  ikth  such  annual  conclave,  upcoming  Uov.  29-Dec.  1, 
will  take  a  closer,  more  critical  look  at  the  status  of  farm  broadcasting  in  the 
unflattering  light  of  reality  than  any  large-scale  conference,  meeting  or  study 
has  done  in  the  past.    This  is  borne  out  by  a  rundown  sent  us  last  week  by 
v.p.  Wes  Seyler  (recently  resigned  from  WIBW,  Topeka,  to  head  Amer.  Dairy  Ass'n 
work  in  Okla. )  who  is  in  charge  of  the  convention  program. 

With  an  NATRFD  membership  cf  over  600,  and  with  over  a  thousand  persons 
somehow  engaged  in  broadcasting  farm  material  known  to  us  via  this  RFD  Letter. 
There  is  approximately  as  much  or  more,  farm  broadcasting  being  done  now  as  ever. 
Even  so,  partly  in  reaction  to  television's  public  impact,  some  radio  stations 
which  were  long  in  the  farm  information  business  have  become  basically  news  and 
music  vehicles.    Meanwhile,  though  farm  programs  are  now  more  saleable  than  ever 
by  virtue  of  an  aroused  and  growing  sponsor  interest,  the  problem  of  attaining 
satisfactory  sponsorship  and  sponsor  relations  still  plague  many  farm  broad- 
casters on  both  radio  and  television.    Efficient  programming  of  farm  shows  and 
conscientious  public  service  usually  involving  an  extra  hour  and  extra  mile 
beyond  the  programs  themselves,  are  an  integral  part  of  this.    Close  understand- 
ing between  station  management  and  farm  broadcaster  is  essential,  and  this  is  a 
two-way  street.    More  farm  broadcasters  desire,  first  of  all,  to 'perform  a 
useful  service  to  agriculture  but  they  must  also  be  a  part  of  the  station  team. 
The  convention  program  is  designed  to  help  us  find  our  own  way. 

New  Approach  to  Sales  Promotion 

Heading  the  convention  program  at  3  p.m.  Fri.  Nov.  29  will  be  the  sales 
committee's  premiere  presentation  "Is  Your  Farm  Advertising  Balanced  for  Best 
Results?"    Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  will  preside. 

Federal  Communications  Commissioner  Robert  E.  Lee  will  speak  at  the  Sunday 
noon  luncheon,  Dec.  1  on  "Service  Through  Farm  Broadcasting".    A  strong  advocate 
of  farm  broadcast  service,  Comr.  Lee  made  a  big  hit  when  he  addressed  the  con- 
vention two  years  ago. 

That  old  sparkplug,  Maynard  Speece  (WCCO,  Minneapolis)  will  spark  a  panel 
discussion  on  Sunday  afternoon  on  "The  Farm  Director  in  a  News  and  Music  Era". 
Paneleers  will  be  Dr.  Forest  Whan,  Kansas  State,  famed  broadcast  listener 
surveyor;  Howard  Bell,  Ass't  to  Pres.  NARTB;  Frank  P.  Fogarty,  v.p.  and  gen'l 
mgr.,  WOW,  Omaha,  and  yours  truly.    With  the  format  of  radio  programming  changing 
around  him,  what  should  the  farm  broadcaster  do  to  make  the  most  hay? 

Timmons  Not  Timid 

President  Jack  Timmons  has  titled  his  annual  address  at  the  Fri.  eve. 
buffet  supper  "The  ikth  and  15th  Rounds".    It  won't  be  a  boxing  match,  but  Jack 
promises  to  pull  no  punches.    The  numbers  signify  the  ll+th  year  of  NATRFD  just 
ending  and  the  15th  coming  up.    Chuck  Forbes,  Gardner  Ad.  Agency,  will  lead  a 
discussion  Sunday  morning  on  "How  to  Choose  TRFDs  and  the  Station".      This  will 
give  farm  b 'casters  the  viewpoint  of  the  buyer.     "Have  you  Tried  Listening"  is 
the  embarrassing  question  Dr.  Wesley  Wiksell  of  La.  State  U.  will  ask  with 
penetrating  and  pertinent  elaboration.    These  are  just  a  few  of  the  highlights 
of  the  tightly-packed,  gem-studded  3-day  program.    There'll  be,  for  instance,  an 
exhibit  of  portable  recorders  and  field  cameras  near  the  meeting  rooms. 


(Convention  story  continues  on  next  page) 
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Better  Make  Your  Hotel  Reservations  Now I 

The  big  annual  banquet  comes  Sunday  evening  with  presentation  of  certain 
awards,  introduction  of  1958  officers  (to  be  elected  Sunday  Morning)  and  the 
traditional  "passing  of  the  gavel"  by  NATRFD  historian  and  gavel-maker,  Herb 
PISambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines.    Necessitated  by  the  growth  of  NATRFD,  all  meetings 
this  year  will  be  held  in  the  Williford  Room,  3rd  floor  Conrad  Hilton  Hotel;  a 
new  departure  from  ten  years  of  meeting  in  the  upper  and  lower  towers  of  the 
bldg.    Registration  will  start  Fri.  morning  at  10.    The  first  general  session 
will  begin  at  1:30  p.m.  Regional  meetings  at  2  p.m.  will  be  followed  at  2:30 
by  the  second  general  session.    Committees  will  meet  at  k  p.m.  ...  A  special 
program  of  entertainment  for  wives  of  members,  including  some  convention  meals, 
etc.,  with  their  husbands,  has  been  arranged  by  Mrs.  George  Menard  and  her 
committee.    (George  works  for  WBBM,  Chicago.)  Convention  facilities  have  been 
arranged  under  the  direction  of  expert  arranger  Jerry  Seaman,  Bert  Gittins  Agy., 
Milwaukee. 

Swept  into  the  Nets  Week  Nov.  18-23 

The  Golden  Spike  National  Livestock  Exposition,  Ogden,  Utah,  Sat.  Nov. 23 
12  to  12:30  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC. 

The  Farm  Outlook  for  '58  Sat.  Nov  23  12:30  to  1:00p.m.  in  American  Farmer 
on  ABNetwork. 

Farm- City  Week  with  Glenn  Sample  and  Hollis  Seavey  Nov.  23  weekend  on 
the  Clear  Channel  Stations. 

More  on  Prospects  for  '38  Sat.  Nov  23,  9:30  to  9:^5  a>m.  in  CBS  News 
with  Claude  Mahoney. 

Virus  Diseases  in  Clover  a  sound-on-film  makes  up  TV-Package  mailed 
Nov.  21  with  another  take  on  Farm  Outlook  for  '58  told  in  12  pictures. 

Dubs  for  Your  Blank  Tapes  -  New 

35QH7  "Fifty  Years  of  Agronomy  "Layne  Beaty  chats  with  Dr.  Karl  Quisehberry 

on  golden  anniversary  of  this  service.  Time:  1  min.  50  sec. 

36Q117    "Trade  Fair  Report"  Mary  Swickard,  AMS, Tells  Jack  Towers  about  recent 

MUGA  Trade  Fair  and  U.S.  exhibits  in  Cologne, Germany .  Time:  Umin.l8sec. 

37QH7    "Tree  Planting  under  Conservation  Reserve"  Ed  Grest,FS,  explains  the  ' 

"advantages.  Time:  2  min.  30  sec. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men:    NATRFD  Pres.  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  was  named  first 
place  winner  of  the  Nat'l  Milk  Prod.  Fed.  first  "Spotlight  on  Dairying"  Contest. 
This  week  he  combined  a  visit  to  meet  here  with  the  Gov't's  advisory  committee 
on  sales  of  U.S.  Savings  bonds  and  to  accept  the  $100  dairy  award  ard  plaque. 
Second  prize  of  $50  and  plaque  went  to  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago.  Congratula- 
tions, gentlemen.    NMPF  Sec'y  Mike  Norton  said  the  contest,  aimed  to  encourage 
b' casting  to  farmers  and  consumers  of  more  economic  and  legislative  info  about 
dairying  will  be  repeated  next  year.  .  .RFD  Harry  Martin,  WFBM,  Indianapolis, 
has  a  new  assistant,  Ozzie  Osborne,  formerly  of  WFBM's  news  staff,  to  help  with 
expanded  farm  service  on  radio  and  TV.    For  7  ya?s.  Ozzie  has  emceed  WFBM's 
"Early  Birds"  program. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTE 

TO  U    JUN  5-  1958 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  22,  1957 
Letter  No.  796 


Since  our  letter  to  you  last  week,  Secretary  Benson  has  returned  from 
his  trade  tour  abroad.    Then,  Tuesday  he  attended  the  Golden  Jubilee  session 
of  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy  at  Atlanta.    Wednesday  he  lapped  his  globe 
girdling  as  far  as  Colorado  Springs  to  report  his  findings  at  the  National 
Grange  meeting.    Thursday  back  in  Washington,  he  addressed  the  National  Potato 
Council.    Yesterday  the  Outlook  Conference  here  ended  its  four-day  analysis  of 
the  agricultural  prospects  for  1958*    Today  we  enter  Farm-City  Week  and  look 
forward  to  Thanksgiving  and  the  big  NATKFD  meeting  in  Chicago,  as  well  as  the 
National  k-E  Club  Congress. 

Secretary  Explained  Programs  at  Each  Stop 

In  the  three  weeks  he  was  gone,  Secretary  Benson  visited  12  countries 
and  Hong  Kong.    While  his  time  in  each  country  had  to  be  limited,  he  came  back 
with  a  wider  perspective  and  some  clear  impressions  and  conclusions.  He 
reported  encouraging  market  opportunities  for  dollar  sales  of  our  farm  products, 
in  several  countries,  where  most  progress  and  industrialization  has  been  made. 
At  every  opportunity  he  stressed  the  best  interest  of  our  country  and  the  Free 
World  lies  in  strengthening  normal  commercial  trade.    He  also  emphasized  our 
dollar  credit  and  barter  programs  offer  a  way  to  bridge  the  gap  of  temporary 
financial  difficulties.    The  Secretary  noted  good  potential  markets  for  our 
farm  products  in  some  of  the  so-called  under  developed  parts  of  the  world. 


New  Attention  on  Marketing  Research 


At  Atlanta,  the  Secretary  not  only  told  the  agronomists  about  trade 
prospects  abroad,  but  discussed  research  developments  in  the  U.S.    He  reported 
the  Department  now  focusing  new  attention  on  marketing  research.    He  pointed 
out  that  considerably  more  than  half  the  consumer's  food  dollar  goes  to  the 
growing  marketing  system.    In  assembling,  grading,  transporting,  packing, 
processing,  storing,  refrigerating,  wholesaling,  and  retailing  about  10  million 
people  are  engaged  in  marketing  compared  with  about  9  million  farmers  and  hired 
workers  on  farms.    As  we  look  ahead,  the  Secretary  said,  we  must  continue  to 
foster  a  close,  growing  relationship  between  agriculture  and  business,  to 
eliminate  pitfalls  and  road  blocks  in  marketing. 

Cost-Price  Squeeze  on  Farmers.    At  Colorado  Springs,  the  Secretary  discussed 
world  trade,  domestic  farm  programs,  and  the  cost-price  squeeze.    He  indicated 
that  U.S.  farmers  must  make  their  needs,  rights,  and  problems  clear  to  those 
who  work  in  other  occupations.    He  endorsed  the  effort  to  achieve  mutual  under- 
standing symbolized  in  Farm-City  Week,  which  begins  today. 
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Across  Farm-City  TV  Fence 

Today  WCAX-TV,  Burlington,  Vt.  is  presenting  the  prizes  in  its  "Good 
Neighbors"  essay  contest  on  Farm-City  Week.    Karin  Kristiansson,  U.  of  Vt. , 
tells  us  this  is  the  kick-off  for  at  least  four  or  five  Farm-City  live  tele- 
vision programs.    They  asked  their  viewers  to  write  and  tell  them  about  farm- 
city  understanding  in  their  community.    First  prize  is  a  complete  turkey  dinner 
for  ten  persons.    Second  prize  is  a  Vermont  turkey.    They  planned  the  program 
a  month  and  a  half  ago.    Mrs.  Kristiansson  says  they  took  pictures  and  movies 
of  the  prize  winners  so  they  can  throw  on  a  show  in  a  modest  "This  is  Your 
Town"  version.    She  reports  a  tremendous  amount  of  human  interest  in  these 
simple  little  essays. 

New  Uses  Lab  Serves  Farm  and  City 

Today  at  Wyndmoor,  near  Philadelphia,  the  USDA  Eastern  Regional  Utiliza- 
tion Lab  gave  civic  and  farm  leaders  and  science  students  a  guided  tour  of  its 
recent  research  developments.    Dr.  P.  A.  Wells,  Lab.  director,  explained  that 
we  take  the  products  of  the  farm  and  develop  new  and  wider  outlets  for  them 
through  an  integrated  research  program.    He  told  the  visitors  that'  Farm-City 
Week  means  a  great  deal  to  those  who  work  on  the  Department's  use  research. 
Our  researchers  stand  midway  between  the  farmer  and  the  processors  of  farm 
products.    Among  the  products  demonstrated  by  the  technicians  were  the  new 
dehydrated  potato  flakes  for  making  mashed  potatoes,  plastics  made  from  inedible 
animal  fats,  and  a  new  leather- tanning  material  made  from  starch. 

Outlook  Tapes  in  your  Library 


We'll  dub  you  any  you  want.    Send  blank  tape. 

38QII7    Family  Living  Outlook  -  Margaret  Brew,  ARS,  forecasts  what's  ahead 
in  living  standards  on  the  farm.  TIME:    1  min.  ho  sec. 

39QH7    Cotton  Prospects  for  Coming  Year  -  as  seen  by  Frank  Lowenstein,  AMS. 

TIME:    1  min.  20  sec. 

ij-0Q117    A  Look  at  Dairy  Industry  Future  -  by  Herbert  Kriesel,  AMS. 

TIME:    1  min.  U5  sec. 

U1Q117    Outlook  for  Eggs,  Turkeys,  Broilers  -  as  analyzed  by  Edward  Karpoff ,  AMS. 

TIME:    1  min.  33  sec. 

42Q117    What  is  the  Outlook  for  Livestock?  -  with  answer  by  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS. 

TIME:    1  min.  30  sec. 

U3Q117    The  General  Farm  Outlook  -  Dr.  Fred  Waugh,  AMS ,  chats  about  it  with 
Jack  Towers.  TIME:    3  min.  ho  sec. 

Who  Will  the  Winners  Be? 


Now  underway  in  Chicago  is  the  judging  of  some  1,800  k-K  Clubbers  records. 
This  year's  crop  of  sectional  and  national  winners  will  be  chosen  from  those 
records.    Those  winners  will  be  announced  during  the  week  of  the  Congress 
Nov.  30-Dec.  5«    More  than  1,900  official  delegates,  adult  leaders,  and  guests 
will  attend  this  National  k-R  Club  Congress  which  will  again  go  international 
with  representatives  from  several  foreign  countries. 
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Farm-City  Week  Down  to  Earth 

In  his  "Down  to  Earth"  farm  program  this  morning,  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL, 
Baltimore,  gave  an  up-to-date  local  documentary  film  showing  the  Why  of  Farm- 
City  Week.    In  pictures  and  ad  lib  commentary  he  presented  a  comprehensive 
survey  of  the  different  mutual  interests  of  Maryland  farm  and  city  people, 
ranging  from  soil,  water  and  wildlife  conservation  on  nearby  farms  through 
markets  to  h-K  Club  champions  heading  for  the  National  k-K  Club  Congress  meet- 
ing in  Chicago  next  week. 

For  Your  Hew  Year's  Programs 

Attached  to  this  letter  you'll  notice  the  list  of  the  Outlook  statements 
and  charts  of  the  various  phases  of  the  situation  as  presented  at  the  35th 
Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  here  this  week.    You  may  find  many  of 
these  valuable  for  use  in  your  end-of-the-year  summaries  and  forecast  of 
prospects  in  the  coming  year. 

The  1958  Outlook  in  Capsule 

Fred  Waugh,  AMS,  in  his  summary  of  the  best  judgment  of  AMS  specialists 
on  what's  ahead  for  farmers  in  '58,  predicted  farmers  will  probably  get  about 
the  same  average  prices  in  '58  as  in  '57.    Farm  output  will  remain  high.  It 
may  set  a  new  record,  depending  on  the  weather.    Farmers  may  net  about  the  same 
as  in  '57,  because  further  increases  in  production  expenses  may  largely  offset 
any  rise  in  gross  farm  income.    They  figure  we'll  have  some  fewer  people  on 
farms,  and  could  have  a  slight  gain  in  per  capita  income  of  farm  income,  due 
principally  to  increasing  wages  and  salaries  from  off -farm  employment.  Looking 
beyond  1958,  the  most  serious  problem  facing  U.S.  agriculture  is  to  find  ways 
to  keep  production  in  balance  with  market  demand  at  prices  considered  acceptable 
to  farmers.    In  the  past  two  years,  some  progress  has  been  made  toward  reducing 
burdensome  stocks  of  wheat,  cotton,  and  rice.    But  stocks  of  feed  grains  continue 
to  rise and  probably  will  be  still  larger  at  the  close  of  the  present  feeding 
season.  .  Our  AMS  folks  say,  sooner  or  later,  farmers  will  either  have  to-  reduce 
the  output  of  feed  grains,  or  else  feed  more  to  animals,  and  thereby  increase 
the  output  of  meat,  poultry  products,  and  dairy  products. 

Foreign  Market  Development 

Deputy  Adm'r  Raymond  loanes,  FAS,  pointed  out  to  the  Outlookers  that 
last  year:  we  exported  the  equivalent  of  over  half  our  production  of  wheat, 
cotton,  and  rice;  one-third  of  our  production  of  soybeans  and  tobacco;  one-half 
of  our  tallow  production,  and  one-fifth  of  our  lard.    One  acre  out  of  every 
five  produced  for  export.    Summing  up  the  foreign  market  development  work,  he 
said  by  and  large  cur  foreign  market  development  work  is  not  much  different 
•  from  the  methods  we  use  in  this  country.    The  chief  exceptions  are  that  here 
in  the  U.S.  we  know  each  other's  products  well  and  we  trade  freely  with  one 
another.    In  selling  to  foreign  customers,  we  must  deal  in  markets  where  our 
products  are  less  well  known  and  where  we  face  problems  of  trade  controls  and 
currency  convertibility.    As  in  selling  at  home,  certain  standards  of  quality, 
price,  reliability,  and  service  have  to  be  met  abroad. 

Two  Basic  Research  Scientists  Named 

Dr.  Harry  A.  Borthwick  and  Dr.  Sterling  B.  Hendricks,  co- discoverers 

that  light-sensitive  pigments  control  flowering,  seed  germination,  and  other 

plant  behavior,  have  been  named  to  do  basic  USDA  research  on  hov  plants  are 

Influenced  by  light,  temperature,  and  chemical  substances. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 
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Member  stations  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  &  TV  Broadcasters, 
have  voted  overwhelmingly  to  shorten  its  name  to  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters,  which  was  its  name  prior  to  1951.    After  Jan.  1  it'll  he  "NAB" 

again  Jack  Crcwner,  WAVE,  Louisville,  Ky. ,  salutes  us  with  the  advice 

he  is  now  the  new  radio  and  TV  farm  editor  on  that  station.  .  .  .After  18  years 
on  WBCM,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  Ed  Vallender  now  shows  up  on  WWBC,  Bay  City  ..... 
It  isn't  so  that  Hardrock  Gunter,  WWVA,  Wheeling,  was  christened  that  by  his 
parents.    He  got  along  okay  with  his  correct  name,  Sidney,  until  once,  as  a 
member  of  an  organization  of  one-night  stand  musicians,  a  trunk  lid  fell  on 
his  head  while  he  was  stowing  away  his  horn.    Our  man  was  unscathed  but  came 
up  with  a  new  nickname.    Besides  ably  directing  two  daily  farm  programs  on 
WWVA,  Hardrock  is  director  of  talent  (of  which  the  station  has  many  live 
specimens)  and  emcee  of  several  popular  shows.  .  .  „  .Ted  Hyman  plans  to  end 
his  long-standing  bachelorhood.    All  of  us  here  give  a  rousing  hail  to  the 
bride  and  groom.    She  is  Miss  Sue  Nottingham,  home  demo,  in  Yancey  County, 
and  broadcaster  of  note  on  WTOE,  Spruce  Pine,  N.C.    Ted,  as  you  know,  is  radio 
and  TV  ed.  for  N.C.  State  at  Raleigh.    Brave  man  that  he  is,  Ted  plans  to  take 
the  little  lady  to  the  NATRFD  convention  in  Chicago  this  month,  after  a  honey- 
moon in  the  Pocono  Mts.  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thanksgiving  Weekend  on  the  Nets 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  Nov.  30,  will  feature  The 
National  k-R  Club  Congress  in  Chicago.    Also  International  Livestock  Exposi- 
tion., same  place. 

ABN  -  American  Farmer,  Sat.  Nov.  30,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  will  preview  the 
National  h-K  Congress,  with  Dave  Ryker,  Ext.  Ed.  Ark.,  and  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick 
will  report  on  One  Year  of  the  Weigh-a-Day-a-Month  Dairy  Testing  Plan. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  will  feature  those  two  notables  Sat. 
Nov.  30,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  ~ 

Clear  Channel  Stations  with  Hollis  Seavey  will  feature  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Benson  Reporting  on  his  Trade  Trip  Abroad.    Nov.  30  weekend. 

USDA  TV  Packages  include  (l)  Electric  Laundry  and  Service  Center  as 
shown  in  10  stills  by  REA;  and  (2)  Beef  Goes  to  Market  in  3  min.  of  sound-on 
film. 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  postcards  from  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  on  his  South  American 
safari  with  ^5  of  his  friends,  that  the  meeting  they  had  in  Washington  was  a 
good  start  for  the  trip.    He'll  make  the  NATRFD  meeting  in  Chicago. 

Have  You  Ordered  AGRI-TAPE  Yet? 

We're  again  announcing  our  new  tape  service  to  you  -  just  in  case  you 
overlooked  the  premier  last  week.    AGRI-TAPE  will  be  mailed  each  week.  Each 
week  it  will  consist  of  several  short,  independent  statements  plus  a  short 
interview.    We've  designed  it  in  this  form  for  your  convenience  in  fitting 
the  separate  items  into  your  programs.    We  mail  you  the  tape  on  Thursday.  You 
mail  it  back  when  you've  finished.    AGRI-TAPE  is  available  to  the  extent  of 
our  tape  facilities.    AGRI-TAPE  is  just  finishing  a  trial  run  of  13  weeks  to 
several  of  you.    Comments  indicate  it's  filling  a  need.    If  you  want  to  try  it, 


let  us  know. 


Sincerely, 


Beaty,  Chief/ 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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CHECK  LIST  OP  PAPERS  PRESENTED  AT  TIIE  3^TII  ANNUAL  AGRICULTURAL 
OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE,  NOVEMBER  18-21,  1957  -  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


CHECK  THE  ITEMS  DESIRED  AND  RETURN  THIS  SHEET  TO: 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


World  Economic  Situation  in  1957       John  Evans,  Outlook  Conference, 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Domestic  Market  Development       Robert  M.  Walsh,  Chief,  Market  Development 

Branch 

Foreign  Market  Development  --  Raymond  A  Ioanes,  Deputy  Administrator, 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service 

Agricultural  Outlook  for  1958       Frederick  V.  Waugh,  Director, 

Agricultural  Economics  Division,  AMS 

General  Economic  Outlook  for  1958  —  Nathan  M.  Koffsky,  Agricultural 

Economics  Division,  AMS 

Outlook  for  Food  in  1958  —  Harry  Sherr 


Effects  of  Marketing  Changes  on  the  Outlook       Joseph  G.  Knapp,  Adm'r, 

Farmer  Cooperative  Service 

Marketing  Costs  —  D.  B.  DeLoach,  Chief,  Market  Organization  and  Costs 

Branch,  AMS 

Changes  in  Family  Spending- -Overall  Picture  --  Margaret  L.  Brew,  Head, 

Household  Management  Section 

Changes  in  Family  Spending--Recreation  and  Reading,  Transportation,  and 
Education       Emma  G.  Holmes,  Home  Economist 

Changes  in  Family  Spending — Housing  --  Jean  Pennock,  Home  Economist 


Changes  in  Family  Spending- -Trends  in  Farm  Family  Expenditures  for 
Clothing  --  Roxanne  O'Leary,  Home  Economist 

Changes  in  Family  Spending — Medical  Care  --  Jean  L.  Bennock,  Home 

Economist 

Changes  in  Population  and  Family  Characteristics  --  Gladys  K  Bowles, 

Farm  Population  and  Rural  Life  Branch 

Changes  in  Farm  Family  Food  Patterns  —  Mollie  Orshansky,  Food  Economist 

Minimizing  Risk  in  the  Use  of  Family  Resources  --  Starley  M.  Hunter, 

Federal  Extension  Service 
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Developments  in  Human  Nutrition  —  Ruth  M.  Leverton,  Assistant  Director, 

Human  Nutrition  Research  Division,  and 
Faith  Clark,  Acting  Director,  House- 
hold Economics  Research  Division,  ARS 


Home  Furnishings  Situation 
Home  Furnishings  Situation 


Starley  M.  Hunter,  Federal  Extension 
Service 

Starley  M.  Hunter,  Federal  Extension 
Service 


Outlook  for  Housing,  Housefurnishings  and  Equipment  in  1958 
Arnold  E.  Chase,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 


Outlook  for  Major  Commodities 

  Dairy  Products 

  Clothing  and  Textiles 

  Tobacco 

  Eggs  and  Poultry 

  Wheat 

Fruits  and  Tree  Nuts 


Feed 

Vegetables  and  Potatoes 
Meat  Animals 

Fats,  Oils,  and  Oilseeds 

Rice 

Cotton 

Peanuts 


Agricultural  Outlook  Charts-1958 
FAS  Outlook  Chart  Book 


Name   

Station 
Address 


■  Radio  Farm  Diffem^l 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  29,  1957 
Letter  No.  797 


With  a  number  of  our  people,  as  veil  as  with  you,  this  past  Farm-City 
Week  was  notably  marked  by  some  significant  statements  on  the  growing 
importance  of  community  interests,  between  town  and  country.    In  talking  be- 
fore the  annual  stockholders  meeting  of  the  Federal  Land  Bank,  at  St.  Louis  on 
Monday,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse,  pres.  of  CCC,  pointed  out  the  need  for 
better  understanding  of  agricultural  price  supports.    Wesley  D'Ewart,  ass't 
director  of  the  Agricultural  Credit  Services  of  the  Department,  who  talked 
before  the  Kiwanis  and  Rotary  Clubs  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  also  dis- 
cussed farm  and  city  people  as  partners  in  progress. 

What's  Ahead  for  Agriculture 

Mr.  Morse  reviewed  the  Outlook  for  1958>  reported  on  the  major  Federal 
costs  of  price  supports  and  stabilization  programs,  and  presented  evidence  of 
the  confidence  of  farmers  in  the  future  of  farming.    In  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  referring  to  National  Farm-City  Week,  he  urged  correction  of  the  false 
impression  many  have  that  most  agricultural  prices  and  incomes  are  government 
supported  and  on  an  artificial  basis.    He  said  let's  make  it  crystal  clear  to 
city  people,  as  well  as  farmers,  that  over  80  percent  of  the  price  supports 
and  stabilization  costs  are  concentrated  in  just  3  crops  and  butter  and 
manufactured  dairy  products.    Nearly  half  -  1+8  percent  -  of  the  costs  are  in- 
curred on  the  two  crops  of  wheat  and  cotton.    Most  farm  products  are  being 
sold  competitively  --  on  free  markets.    Only  items  from  13  crops  are  in 
government  inventory,  plus  manufactured  dairy  products  and  a  small  amount  of 
wool  soon  to  be  sold.    He  pointed  out  that  our  farms  and  ranches  produce  some 
250  commodities  including  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  poultry,  and  tremendous 
quantities  of  fluid  milk. 

Farm-City,  Partners  in  Progress 

Mr.  D'Ewart  pointed  out  that  the  farmer  today  works  in  a  closer  economic 
partnership  with  urban  industry  than  at  any  other  time  in  history.    He  indicated 
how  the  farm  and  ncnfarm  segments  of  the  economy  are  dependent  on  each  others. 
He  declared  city  dwellers  should  be  deeply  concerned  about  the  economic  diffi- 
culties in  agriculture.    They  should  make  an  effort  to  have  an  understanding 
of  the  cause  of  those  difficulties  and  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to 
correct  them.    Business  should  be  especially  concerned  that  agriculture  is 
prosperous.    All  are  consumers  of  farm  products  and  are  the  customers  of  farm- 
ers.   Farmers  have  to  sell  what  they  produce,  and  so  depend  on  trucks,  railroads, 
airplanes,  processing  plants,  storage,  advertising,  and  all  the  retail  facili- 
ties of  stores,  restaurants,  and  hotels.    Sixty-one  percent  of  every  dollar 
Americans  spend  for  food  goes  to  people  who  buy,  handle,  sell,  process  and 
package  it  to  meet  the  wants  of  consumers.     Only  39  percent  goes  to  farmers. 


Something  Appealing  in  Wheeling 


Unique  on  the  American  scene  is  the  Tri-State  Broadcasters  Association,  a 
quarter- century  old  organization  of  state  and  county  extension  folks  of  West 
Virginia  and  Ohio  and  radio  station  executives  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.    The  third 
state  of  the  triumvirate  is  nearby  Pennsylvania  whose  extension  folks  are 
erstwhile  participants  in  the  association  and  who  do  take  part  in  some  of  WWVA's 
farm  programs,    This  50kw  Wheeling  pioneer  station  is  the  nucleus  of  the  associa- 
tion though  other  Wheeling  stations  participate. 

As  our  predecessors  have  sometimes  done,  we  went  over  to  Wheeling  on  Nov. 
18  for  a  quarterly  meeting  of  this  group  and  it  did  us  a  lot  of  good.  Vice- 
Pres.  Harry  Smith,  Harrison  Co.  (Ohio)  agt.,  presided,  with  the  help  of  Sec'y- 
Treas.  Kay  Conrad,  W.  Va.  Heme  Ec.  Food  Mktg.  Spec,  Wheeling.    Old  time 
broadcaster-telecaster  and  charter  member  F.  P.  (Pop)  Taylor,  of  Steubenville , 
Ohio,  was  on  hand,  with  plans  for  a  2^-month  study  of  extension  communications 
in  his  area.    Besides  special  program  features  and  routine  business  the  group 
of  29  got  together  on  their  schedules  for  broadcasts.    Hardrock  Gunter,  WWVA, 
is  official  farm  director  of  the  group  and,  along  with  other  station  officials, 
attended  the  sessions.    WWVA  recently  bestowed  longevity  plaques  on  about  a 
dozen  county  agents  in  the  area  who  participate  regularly  on  WWVA  farm  shows. 

It  was  a  phone  call  a  couple  of  years  ago  from  Paul  Myers,  WWVA  program 
dir.,  and  Co.  Home  demo.  Katharine  Stephenson  Greer,  now  retired,  asking  for 
weekly  tapes  from  here,  that  planted  the  seed  for  our  weekly  Agri-Tape  package 
feature,  recently  launched. 

Researchers  Host  to  Potato  People 

Next  week,  Dec  2-3-^t-,  the  Potato  Association  of  America  meets  with  USDA 
plant  scientists  at  Beltsville.    This  is  the  Association's  ^lst  annual  meeting 
but  the  first  time  they've  met  at  Beltsville.    Federal,  state,  and  industry 
representatives  will  discuss  potato  breeding  and  quality- control  research, 
potato  culture  and  storage.    They  will  tour  Plant  Industry  Station  greenhouses 
in  which  potato-breeding  and  disease  investigation  projects  are  under  way. 

Grain  Shipments  via  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 

Monday  at  Columbus,  FAS  Deputy  Adm'r  Raymond  Ioanes  discussed  before  the 
Field  Crops  Conference  annual  meeting,  Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  the 
potential  effect  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway,  now  being  built,  may  have  on  the 
midwest.    Department  specialists  who  have  studied  the  situation  think  bulk 
products  will  make  up  about  80  percent  of  the  expected  volume  of  traffic.  Of 
this,  the  largest  tonnage  will  be  iron  ore  and  other  minerals,  followed  by 
grain  and  grain  products.    Adm'r  Ioanes  sees  potential  savings  in  grain  ship- 
ments of  from  10  to  20  cents  a  bushel.    Whether  such  savings  are  realized  will 
be  affected  by  the  volume  of  traffic  seeking  to  use  the  canal  compared  with  its 
capacity,  and  limitations  caused  by  the  fixed  costs  of  the  Seaway.    The  Seaway 
will  set  up  new  competition  with  existing  rail  and  trucking  facilities.    So  the 
Seaway  will  provide  a  new  transportation  yardstick  for  the  movement  of  grains 
into  export  as  compared  with  existing  facilities.    Adm'r  Ioanes  says  the  Seaway, 
with  its  potential  savings,  should  either  draw  traffic  away  from  existing 
facilities  or  encourage  those  facilities  to  bring  their  rates  into  line.  World 
competition  for  grain  marketings  is  keen.    Anything  that  can  be  done  to  lower 
delivery  costs  to  foreign  customers  will  improve  our  position  in  world  marketings. 

USDA  to  Continue  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Variety  Discounts.    It  has  also  announced  a 
195^  nat'l  flue-cured  tobacco  allotment  of  713>6°°  acres,  slightly  more  than  this 
year  to  take  care  of  new  growers  but  it  amounts  to  practically  the  same  for 
most  growers. 


-  3  - 

Dial  Radio-Telephone  Demonstration 

December  12  and  13  REA  will  demonstrate  two-way  radio  telephone  service 
on  the  North  Florida  Telephone  Co.  system  at  Live  Oak,  Fla.    At  8  p.m.  Dec. 
12,  a  meeting  will  take  place  to  discuss  the  problem  of  adapting  radio-telephone 
for  unattended  dial  service  and  how  the  equipment  to  be  shown  meets  the  re- 
quirements.   Dec.  13  the  installation  will  be  inspected  and  seen  in  actual  use. 
RFDs  are  invited.    For  arrangements  and  meeting  place  contact  Charles  Fawcett, 
N.  Fla.  Telephone  Co. 

Researchers  Test  Turkey  Selling  Methods 

In  their  forthcoming  December  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing"  AMS 
specialists  report  advantages  in  selling  turkeys  on  a  grade-and- yield  basis 
rather  than  for  a  flock- run  average  price.    They  also  find  advantages  in 
the  streamlined  hog;  conclude  from  tests  that  carbon  dioxide  gassing  may  prove 
a  practical,  inexpensive  way  to  insure  quick  and  more  complete  bleeding  of 
poultry; and  tell  about  the  U.S.  hay  inspection  service.    They  further  report 
preliminary  findings  that  indicate  that  $9,000,000  of  the  $27,000,000  handling 
costs  of  fresh  produce  in  the  lower  Manhattan  market  can  be  saved  by  market 
changes  to  cut  down  on  handling  and  rehandling  at  the  rail  yards,  at  the 
docks  and  over  the  streets.    In  their  study  of  livestock  markets  throughout 
the  country,  they  analyze  the  shift  from  mass  selling  at  a  few  terminal  markets 
to  local  livestock  auction  markets.    This  is  one  of  the  biggest  changes  in  the 
livestock  business  in  the  past  few  decades. 

Cotton  and  Rice  Growers  Vote  Dec.  10 

December  10  is  the  date  set  for  the  referendums  on  rice,  upland  cotton, 
and  extra  long  staple  cotton.    Marketing  quotas  for  the  '58  crops  of  these 
products  have  already  been  proclaimed  on  the  basis  of  prospective  supplies. 
All  farmers  who  grew  these  crops  this  year  can  vote.    If  at  least  two- thirds 
of  the  voters  in  any  of  these  referendums  approve  quotas,  growers  who  comply 
with  their  '58  acreage  allotments,  will  get  the  full  level  of  effective  price 
supports  on  their  crop.    If  more  than  one-third  of  the  growers  voting  in  the 
referendums  disapprove  of  quotas,  marketing  quotas  and  penalties  will  not  be 
in  effect  for  the  1958  crop  covered  in  that  referendum. 

Farm  Machinery  Replacement  Program 

To  keep  a  farm  properly  mechanized  is  getting  to  be  a  big  job.  The 
Department  has  just  issued  a  leaflet  No.  h2J  with  a  model  worksheet  to  help 
farmers  figure  probable  replacement  costs.    USDA  researchers  point  out  that 
by  analyzing  current  equipment  inventory  carefully,  as  a  basis  for  future 
buying,  will  help  farmers  avoid  financial  hardship.    Most  machinery  must  be 
replaced  eventually.    Waiting  until  a  machine  breaks  down  before  making  plans 
for  replacement  is  poor  business.    This  leaflet  is  a  good  guide  for  such 
planning. 

New  Studios  -  and  Pilferage  in  the  Pantry 

Congratulations  to  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  and  to  ex- farm  man  Merle 
Galusha,  now  mgr.  of  sister  TV  station,  WRGB,  on  the  fancy  new  building 
housing  both  stations. 

There  are  various  degrees  of  dastardliness  in  thievery,  but  Claude  Mahoney, 
CBS,  Washington,  has  discovered  one  of  the  lowest.    Someone  made  off  with  his 
Thanksgiving  turkey  this  week,  plus  some  cameras,  guns,  etc.,  and  two  radio 
sets. 
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Another  Sound  Conclusion  -  or  is  it? 

"Television  came  to  the  world  too  earOy,  before  we  had  fully  realized 
the  potential  of  sound."    Thus  said  Miss  Thetis  Frantje  of  Radio  Salonika, 
Greece,  at  a  Boston  University  Radio  and  TV  Seminar.    She  spent  three  months 
here  recently  on  a  State  Dep't  grant,  including  a  month  with  Carl  Meyerdirk, 
KVOO,  Tulsa.  -  Wonder  if  Carl  told  Thetis  about  Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City, 
daily  program  "Music  for  Cows"? 

Big  Net  Spread  in  Chicago  Week  Dec.  2-7 

The  International  Livestock  Exposition  and  National  U-H  Club  Congress 
again  feature  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC  Sat.  Dec.  7.  12  to  12:30 
p  .m. 

Report  from  National  U-H  Club  Congress  and  International  Livestock 
Exposition  on  the  American  Farmer  over  ABNetwork,  Sat.  Dec.  7.    12:30  to  12:55 
p.m. 

Meet  k-E  Club  Youngsters  in  Chicago  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  Dec. 
7  weekend. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  and  guests,  Eat.  Dec.  7,  9:30  to  9:^5 


a.m. 


USDA  TV- Packages  for  Dec.  5  mailing:    "World's  Greatest  Food  Factory", 
inside  information  on  the  udder  of  a  dairy  cow,  with  11  still  pictures;  and 
"Urbanization  of  Farm  Land"  shown  in  17  pictures. 

Here  are  new  ones  -  Send  tape  for  your  copy 

22A117     "The  Fat  We  Eat"  Dr.  Ruth  Leverton,  Ass't  Dir.  Nutrition  Research,  USDA, 
tells  relationship  of  fat  in  diet  to  heart  trouble.    TIME:    1  min.28sec. 

^Q117     "Drought  Cuts  Australian  Wheat  Crops"  Bert  Hutchison, FAS,  tell  what 

this  may  mean  to  U.S.  wheat  growers.  TIME:  lmin.l8sec. 

^50117      "Low  Turkey  Prices"  Edward  Karpoff,AMS,  tells  what's  making  present 
turkey  prices.  TIME:    1  min. 

23A117     "Future  Livestock  Output"  Harold  Breimyer,AMS  predicts  future  prices 
of  hogs  and  cattle.  TIME:    29  sec. 

U6Q117      "Our  Food  in  Other  Countries"  Sec'y  Benson  gives  some  impressions  he 

gained  during  his  recant  trip  around  world  TIME:  2min.llsec. 

2^A117     "Weigh-A-Day-A-Month"  Jack  Towers  and  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,ARS,  talk 

about  the  aims  of  the  w-ad-am  program,  and  how  it  works  TIME:  3min.37sec 

Coming  Up -The  Main  NATRFD  Show  in  the  big  tent!    By  the  time  you  get  this 
letter,  Jack  Towers  and  I  will  be  in  Chicago  to  meet  any  and  all  of  you  who  are 
improving  the  meeting  by  your  presence.    We'll  miss  those  who  just  couldn't 
make  it,  but  we  hope  to  tell  the  rest  of  you  next  week  some  of  the  things  that 
will  have  transpired 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief/ 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


